
























zaterdag, 01 maart 2008 
Shell tanker awaits re-float 

The supertanker Ficus which struck a reef and ran aground while attempting to deliver fuel to the Clifton Pier 
facility on Wednesday morning could be stuck until Monday, according to the Controller of the Port Authority 
Captain Anthony Allens.  

"We had a briefing today and we don't expect the tanker to be refloated before Sunday or Monday," he said.  

 

The product carrier ran aground on Goulding Cay, New Providence just after 9 a.m. on Wednesday. The Port 
Department of the Ministry of Maritime Affairs has assigned two government tugs and two privately-operated 
tugs, and is also receiving assistance from the Royal Bahamas Defense Force for the removal of the 44,788-
ton Shell F-Class oil tanker.  
In addition, Shell has activated a re The vessels Geosea, Geobay and Geosounder are now dedicated to, 
and operated out of DOF Subsea Asia and ideally positioned to meet demand in the region's buoyant offshore 
market.  
DOF Subsea Asia Pacific has had a strong start to the year with news of awards for its fleet and related 
services; the total value of work secured to date exceeds USD33M. Arriving in Singapore on 20 January 2008 
Geobay, having been relocated from the North Sea, has been contracted to Coogee Resources Pty Ltd. The 
programme of work starts in early February, 2008 and includes IRM and light construction support works in the 
Joint Development Area of the Timor Sea. The work is expected to continue up through June.  

On completion of existing campaign work in the Gulf of Thailand, Geosea, sailed directly to Australia's North 
West Shelf under carter to Woodside Energy Ltd, to undertake a saturation diving campaign at the beginning 
of March. And lastly, the Geosounder as of second week of February is on hire with The Finding Sydney 
Foundation to perform survey, positioning and personnel services in the continued search for the wreckage of 
HMAS Sydney II.Says CEO, Mons Aase, "I am very happy to see that Geobay which just recently arrived in 
the region is immediately chartered out in the market at very attractive prices." Adding to this, Steve Brown 
Managing Director for DOF Subsea in Asia states that the market in the region is very strong and DOF Subsea 
is well positioned to take advantage of this with its modern fleet of vessels. sponse team to investigate the 
situation. Meanwhile, the Port Department is also conducting its own investigations.  

Captain Allens said it was too early to determine the cause of the collision, but he said investigations are 
ongoing. "Our major concern right now is getting it off the reef and making sure it causes no further damage to 
the reef. That's our main concern. Simultaneously, we are doing our investigation, but primarily we are 
concerned about the reef," he told The Guardian last night. According to him, steps are being taken to 



determine the level of damage the ship would have sustained. Yesterday the Best Commission was 
undertaking an investigation in an effort to mitigate the problem, Allens revealed. "This is a large ship so we 
expect some damage. When you damage a reef you move some of the living coral and they can move 
around," he explained, adding that he was not an expert. Meantime, Allens said the vessel is not leaking and is 
unlikely to do so under current conditions. However, he added that there is some urgency in the removal of the 
oil tanker because a frontal weather system is expected to move through the northern Bahamas.  

   

The 'Ficus' -- a modern double hulled vessel -- is owned by Elka Shipping Limited and operated by Shell 
International Trading and Shipping Company Limited. Global United is the company's local agent. Captain 
Allens said he could not reveal who was the captain of the tanker. Meanwhile, Shell spokesperson Alexandria 
Wright said the tanker is partially laden with clean products and 120 barrels of oil. Clean products are jet 
gases, which, evaporate when exposed to the air.  

When such a gas touches the water it will dissipate "quite quickly", Wright said. She reported that the ship is 
stable and there are no reported injuries on board. Wright is a part of Shell's crisis team in London, England. 
The company is doing a number of things to ensure that the investigations into the incident go smoothly. 
"Following extensive evaluation of the situation, in the interest of environmental concerns and preserving the 
integrity of the vessel and the cargo, we (Shell) have enlisted an expert salvage master. He is at the scene 
coordinating the refloating of the vessel," she said yesterday.  

 
Capt Jeremy Hudson (right) addresses Monday’s press conference. Also 
pictured are Maritime Affairs and Labour Minister, Dion Foulkes (centre), and 
Port Controller Captain Anthony Allens. (BIS Photo/Derek Smith)  

 
NASSAU, Bahamas - Steps are being taken to re-float the 183-metre oil-laden tanker, Ficus, which ran 
aground off southwestern New Providence, a press conference was told on Monday. Utilizing a process called 
‘lightering’, some of the cargo will be transferred to a barge moored alongside the vessel, said Capt. Jeremy 
Hudson, Oil Fleet Manager, Shell International Trading and Shipping Company.“This option has been deemed 
to be the most environmentally sound and will ensure the integrity of the vessel,” said Capt. Hudson. The 



barge required for that operation arrived Monday morning from Tampa, Florida. Maritime Affairs and Labour 
Minister Dion Foulkes noted that the grounding of the Ficus makes the National Oil and Chemical Spill 
Contingency Advisory Committee “even more relevant.” “I shall expect that after a full investigation into the 
cause of this incident, the committee will make recommendations to decrease the chances of re-occurrence,” 
said Mr Foulkes.  
 Capt. Hudson said the operation “is going to plan.” Shell is conducting “a full internal investigation” into the 
cause of the incident and will also assist any investigation launched by the authorities, said Capt Hudson. “We 
very much regret that this incident has occurred and any impact it may have caused to the coral,” he said. “I 
assure you that our key priority now is to re-float the vessel as safely as possible, while minimizing further 
environmental impact.”  
  
Nobody was injured during the incident and there has been no pollution or release of oil, said Capt 
Hudson. The Ficus, a modern double hull tanker, is managed and operated by Shell International Trading and 
Shipping Company Limited.  
  
At the time of the grounding last week Wednesday morning, Ficus was underway to the Clifton Pier terminal. It 
is partially laden with a cargo of jet (aviation kerosene), mogas (motor gas) and gasoil (light automotive 
diesel). Within minutes of the incident happening, said Capt Hudson, Shell reported it to the local Bahamian 
authorities and at the same time fully manned its London Shipping Incident Room. A response team consisting 
of engineers, naval architects and other nautical experts were assembled, he said. He flew from London to 
Nassau with a team of senior marine experts to manage the response, arriving early the following morning, 
said Capt Hudson.  
 This team was soon joined by a number of world class environmental experts, including coral and marine life 
specialists.  
  
A state of the art oil spill response vessel, the Florida Respondent, is now at the scene as a precautionary 
measure, said Capt Hudson.  
 
Successful Removal of Ficus Tanker 
Mar 5, 2008 - 11:40:28 AM 

  
Nassau, The Bahamas - Senator the Honourable Dion A. Foulkes , 
Minister  of Maritime Affairs &   Labour is pleased to announce the 
successful removal of the Shell “Ficus” from a reef   located off the south 
west coast of New Providence.   The tanker which ran aground on the 
27th of February, 2008 is a double –hulled oil tanker carrying fuel was 
refloated without incident early this morning.  
  
As announced previously, SMIT International, a salvage company, 
proposed rescuing the vessel by removing its cargo and refloating the 
vessel at high tide.   The operation which began Monday afternoon 
(Monday 3rd March, 2008) was completed today (Wednesday, 6th March, 

2008).   The Government wishes to stress that every effort was made to effect the removal of the vessel 
without further destruction to the reef or marine life in the area.    

  
Once again, The Ministry of Maritime Affairs & Labour seeks to assure the public that a full investigation will be 
conducted into this incident and an environmental assessment will be done by the BEST Commission. 
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Forthfield 

 

 

Hunting's FORTHFIELD is pictured above in the River Tees. She became a constructive total loss 
after grounding in the River Orinoco in January of 1975. 

 



ss Fossarina 



 

SMITH'S DOCK COMPANY LTD., SOUTH BANK

Name FRAGUM
Type Tanker

Yard
Number

1219

Launched 28/11/1951

Completed 04/1952
Off. Number184605
Engine
builder

Smith's Dock

Engine type T. 3cyl.
GRT 2928
Length (feet)331.9
Beam (feet) 46.1
First owner Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Company, London

History 1955 Shell Tankers (U.K.) Ltd.
 1964 MAUREA, Shell Oil New Zealand Ltd.
 1971 MAYU, Ocean Bitumen Carriers Inc., Liberia
 1973 Associated Gas Transports Inc., Liberia
  

Fate 03/1976 broken up at Hong Kong



Use browser to return to this year

Return to this builder's yardlists

Return to all builders main index

http://www.teesbuiltships.co.uk/smiths/intro.htm
http://www.teesbuiltships.co.uk/index.htm






Fulgur 



Fusinus 



Fusus 





Goodrich
A four-masted steel barque built in 1892 by Workman, Clark & Co., Belfast. Dimensions: 

86,61×12,82×7,43 meters [284'2"×42'1"×24'5"] and tonnage: 2243 GRT and 2153 NRT. 
Rigged with royal sails over double top and topgallant sails. 

1892 July 
Launched at the shipyard of Workman, Clark & Co., Belfast, for Boyd Bros. & Co., Belfast. 
Captain R.A. Williams. 

1895 
Sold to Raumo Nya Skeppsrederi AB (J.W. Söderlund), Raumo, and was renamed Fennia. 
Captain F.W. Laine. 

1907 
Sold to Finska Rederi AB (W.A. Söderman), Helsingfors. 

1911 
Finska Rederi AB was reconstructed as AB Finska Skolskeppsrederiet, Helsingfors. 

1915 
Taken over by Great Britain. 

1919 
Rebuilt as the tanker Fiona Shell for the Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Co. 

1921 
Oil storage tank at Pireaus. 

1923 
Oil storage tank at Gibraltar. 

1941 
Sunk by an Italian torpedo boat. 
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